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was attacked by enemy troops. Charette 
worked quickly to treat his fellow soldiers as 
best he could. While treating one soldier, a 
grenade landed near them, and Charette 
threw himself on top of the other soldier in an 
effort to absorb the blast. Although the blast 
destroyed Charette’s medical kit he continued 
to treat soldiers by tearing off pieces of his 
uniform to help treat wounds. At one point, a 
soldier was so badly wounded that he was un-
able to move on his own accord. Charette 
stood up in the trench and lifted the man and 
carried him through enemy fire to safety. For 
his actions, William Charette was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor from President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower on January 12, 1954. 

William Charette stands as a shining exam-
ple of bravery and determination that all Amer-
icans strive toward. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Master Chief Hospital Corps-
man William Charette for his service to the 
United States of America. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF THE LATE 
ASSEMBLYMAN VINCENT J. 
GRABER, SR. 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the passing of a legislator, col-
league and friend, the Honorable Vincent J. 
Graber, Sr., who passed away on July 2, 
2014. 

Vince Graber was a public servant of the 
highest caliber and during his career was 
among the most effective lawmakers in the 
nation. Following his service on the West Sen-
eca Town Board, Vince was elected to the 
New York State Assembly in 1974, displacing 
a Republican incumbent who, after election to 
the state senate, would go on to be a close 
friend, colleague and ally within the powerful 
Western New York legislative delegation. In 
time, Vince rose to chair the Assembly’s 
Transportation Committee; this is where he 
made his most significant mark. 

Vince led the way in New York and in the 
nation in authoring legislation designed to 
make it safer to be a passenger in a motor ve-
hicle in the state of New York. From landmark 
legislation mandating the use of safety seats 
for children to authorship of the first-in-the-na-
tion mandatory seat belt law, to legislation 
combating and reducing incidences of DWI, 
Vince Graber was a leader in transportation 
policymaking in the United States for better 
than a generation. It is not hyperbole to sug-
gest that a great many Americans—thou-
sands, to be sure—are alive today because of 
Vince’s good work. 

Vince eventually rose to leadership in the 
State Assembly, ending his career as Speaker 
Pro Tempore, where he presided over the 
daily sessions of the Assembly. In so doing, 
Vince encouraged and facilitated an orderly 
and urbane atmosphere within the Assembly 
chamber, a sometimes difficult task in a legis-
lative body known for occasionally raucous de-
bate. 

I never served in the State Assembly with 
Vince, as his service predated my own service 

in that legislative body by a few years. But I 
came to know Vince well, first as a local elect-
ed official, and later as Vince would visit my 
office as a government relations official fol-
lowing his years of public service. Vince 
Graber was always knowledgeable and always 
prepared, and gave those to whom he was re-
sponsible—his family, his constituents and, 
later, his clients—the very best he had to 
offer. 

The son of the late Howard and Eileen 
Graber, Vince was a United States Army vet-
eran of the Korean Conflict and was the recipi-
ent of countless honors and awards through-
out his long career. Vince leaves behind a 
large and loving extended family, including his 
wife Patricia, their ten children and their own 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, our community, our state and, 
yes, this nation owes a great debt of gratitude 
to Vince Graber. His skill and his vision made 
New York a safer place for motorists, pas-
sengers and pedestrians. I was honored to 
call Vince Graber my friend, and I am similarly 
honored to remember and commemorate his 
many contributions here today. 
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TRIBUTE TO PETE GIANOPULOS 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor a teacher, soldier, public 
servant, and community leader who for 90 
years has lived and breathed the city of Taft, 
California. Born and raised in Taft, Pete 
Gianopulos has become well-known through-
out the city as a passionate American and an 
active member of his community. 

When the foundation of American resolve 
was tested by the Second World War, Pete 
answered the call of duty and served honor-
ably with occupational forces near Hiro, Kure, 
and Hiroshima, Japan as part of the 41st In-
fantry Division in the Intelligence and Recon-
naissance Platoon. When he returned from the 
war, Pete completed undergraduate and grad-
uate studies at Taft College and Fresno State 
College before continuing his graduate work at 
UCLA, UC Santa Barbara, Cal State Bakers-
field, and Fresno State. Upon returning to Taft, 
Pete began teaching at Lincoln Junior High 
School, and continued his educational career 
for 35 years as an Industrial Arts teacher, a 
counselor, and the Director of Guidance for 
the Taft Union High School District. Though he 
retired from teaching in 1986 after 36 years, 
his service to the education community only 
represents a portion of his public service. 

Pete has served in multiple positions at 
local levels of government, including the 
Oildorado Committee, the Kern County Water 
District, the Kern View Community Mental 
Health Center Committee, the State of Cali-
fornia Resource Agency, and the Department 
of Water Resources. Notably, he served on 
the Taft City Council in 1961, where only one 
year later, Pete Gianopulos became Taft’s 
mayor, and served as such through 1966. 

Today, Pete continues to serve as an active 
member of the community. As the founder, 

host and producer of ‘‘Taft Heritage,’’ a local 
television program supported by the West 
Kern Oil Museum and Taft High School, and 
an active writer for his column in the local 
paper titled ‘‘Remember When,’’ Pete cham-
pions the message that there is always some-
thing to learn from the rich history of the city 
of Taft. 

Pete’s dedication and service to Taft has 
not gone unnoticed and next month, the Taft 
City Council will proclaim August 23, 2014 as 
‘‘Pete Gianopulos Day.’’ On that day, it is my 
hope that all the residents of Taft look to this 
man’s history as a source of inspiration for 
what it means to be a citizen of the people. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Pete Gianopulos a very happy 90th 
birthday, and thank him for his many years of 
dedicated service to the city of Taft. 
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HONORING KYLE MATTHEW OTA, 
EAGLE SCOUT, BOY SCOUT 
TROOP 611, SAN JOSE BUDDHIST 
CHURCH BETSUIN 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Kyle Matthew Ota, a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 611 at the San Jose Buddhist 
Church Betsuin and one of my constituents, 
on achieving of the rank of Eagle Scout in 
April of 2014. 

Kyle, the son of Pat and Dorothy Ota, 
began his scouting career as a member of 
Cub Scout Pack 611 at the San Jose Buddhist 
Church Betsuin, where he earned the Metta 
and Sangha awards, as well as the Arrow of 
Light. Rising through the ranks, Kyle served 
as patrol leader, troop quartermaster, dharma 
scribe, troop scribe, senior patrol leader, and 
den chief. 

Kyle’s Eagle Scout project reflects his long-
standing commitment to the people of San 
Jose, and the residents of Japantown in par-
ticular. Yu-Ai Kai, a stellar community-based 
organization that promotes healthy aging, 
independent living, and high quality of life, pro-
vides multi-lingual community services, social 
interaction, and a sense of belonging to our el-
derly citizens. Seniors and their families fre-
quently pass in front of Yu-Ai Kai’s Akiyama 
Senior Wellness Center on Jackson Street 
while traversing beautiful Japantown, so Kyle 
constructed an outdoor bulletin board in front 
of the building. This board displays flyers, 
schedules, and other information that allows 
seniors to better understand and utilize the 
Akiyama’s many life-improving offerings. 

Kyle was a scholar-athlete at St. Francis 
High School in Mountain View, where he par-
ticipated in varsity track and intramurals, 
earned entry into the honor roll and National 
Honor Society, and was awarded tuition as-
sistance by the California Scholarship Federa-
tion. Kyle now attends San Diego State Uni-
versity, where the dedication to community 
service instilled in him by scouting continues 
to make his parents—and all of us in Califor-
nia’s 19th District—very proud. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE AMER-

ICAN FELLOWS IN THE GERMAN 
BUNDESTAG 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate eight young Americans for their 
outstanding performance in the German Bun-
destag this summer as fellows in the pres-
tigious International Parliamentary Scholar-
ship. 

Nathan Crist, Gaelen Strnat, Sheila 
Casserly, Cristina Burack, Betsy Crowder, 
Josef Nothmann, Joe Verbovszky, and Ian van 
Son have been fantastic representatives of the 
United States during their last five months 
working with a member of the Bundestag. 
They have learned about the German system 
of government and contributed to our strong 
bilateral ties. This experience promises to 
turbo-charge their future. IPS participants have 
gone on to serve as leaders in the public and 
private sectors around the world while main-
taining close ties to Germany. 

This prestigious program is a demonstration 
of the deep friendship the United States en-
joys with the German people. I thank the Bun-
destag for hosting the fellows and I hope to 
see exchanges between our two countries, 
such as this one or the equally prestigious 
Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange, con-
tinue for many years to come. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOROUGH OF 
SLATINGTON 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the people of Slatington as they pre-
pare to celebrate their 150th anniversary. That 
would be their sesquicentennial, Mr. Speaker. 

The Borough of Slatington is located in 
northern Lehigh County and is in Pennsylva-
nia’s 15th Congressional District. As their 
Member of Congress, it is my honor to enter 
these words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
in recognition of this proud event. 

The story of Slatington’s founding is a very 
American story. Like so many communities, it 
began as a farm settlement. Nicholas Kern 
and his family settled the area in 1741. Their 
extensive farmstead included a gristmill, saw-
mill and a tavern. They farmed the fertile soil 
along the Lehigh River. Another European set-
tler, Ambrose Remaley also established him-
self in the area, holding land warrants in what 
is now the southern portion of present day 
Slatington. 

Agriculture remained predominant in the 
area until three Welshmen, Owen Jones, Wil-
liam Roberts and Nelson LaBar made a sig-
nificant discovery in 1844. The area was rich 
in slate—and so Slatington soon gained its 
name. 

By 1847 the first school slate factory in the 
United States opened in the town. The dis-
covery of slate and subsequent quarrying and 
production of slate products brought about 

rapid growth. Slatington incorporated as a bor-
ough on September 7, 1864. 

At its peak, the slate industry provided em-
ployment for 2,000 people. They worked in the 
quarries or they worked to produce curbing, 
roofing tiles, sidewalks and importantly, school 
blackboards and slates. 

In fact, the specific type and color of the 
slate quarried in Slatington proved to be ideal 
for use in school blackboards. Slatington be-
came known as the ‘‘blackboard capital of 
America.’’ The blackboards and school slates 
produced in Slatington played an important 
role in helping educate children across the 
country in the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Slatington’s slate products weren’t just 
shipped all over the United States—they were 
shipped and bought across the World. 

Even as the slate industry began to fade as 
other materials became cheaper and because 
of new technologies, Slatington continued to 
thrive. 

Its rich history is a source of pride for the 
community and for Lehigh County. For exam-
ple, the Borough boasts the oldest Halloween 
Parade in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania. Part of Slatington is a National Register 
Historic District, and the Borough has two stat-
ues of Firemen listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Present day citizens of Slatington are justifi-
ably proud of their past, especially on the ad-
vent of their 150th Anniversary. At the same 
time, they have their eye on the future and re-
main intent on assuring that Slatington re-
mains a great place for people to live, work 
and raise families. 

I ask the House and the Speaker to join me 
in celebrating their Borough’s 150th Anniver-
sary and wishing them continued happiness, 
harmony and success moving forward. 
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RECOGNIZING TYLER TODAY MAG-
AZINE FOR 25 YEARS SERVING 
THE TYLER COMMUNITY 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Tyler Today Magazine, the oldest 
and only local magazine dedicated solely to 
covering the events and people of Tyler, 
Texas. This publication recently celebrated 25 
years of dedicated news service to its commu-
nity. 

As the representative of the 4th District of 
Texas, I had the privilege to represent Tyler 
for many years. It is a town rich with history, 
and Tyler Today accurately records and pro-
motes the pride, passion, and personality of 
the people who make Tyler the remarkable 
and close-knit ‘‘Rose Capital.’’ 

I congratulate those who have contributed to 
Tyler Today Magazine’s distinguished history, 
with best wishes for continued success. 

CONGRATULATING ANNE FIROR 
SCOTT ON RECEIVING THE 2013 
NATIONAL HUMANITIES MEDAL 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate North Carolina’s 
Anne Firor Scott on receiving the 2013 Na-
tional Humanities Medal. Dr. Scott is being 
cited ‘‘for pioneering the study of southern 
women. Through groundbreaking research 
spanning ideology, race, and class, Dr. Scott’s 
uncharted exploration into the lives of south-
ern women has established women’s history 
as vital to our understanding of the American 
South.’’ I have the privilege of personally 
knowing Dr. Scott, W.K. Boyd Professor of 
History Emerita at Duke, as a former aca-
demic colleague, constituent, and friend. 

Raised in Montezuma, Georgia, Scott grad-
uated summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa 
from the University of Georgia in 1941 before 
earning a master’s degree in political science 
from Northwestern University in 1944 and a 
PhD from Harvard (Radcliffe College) in 1949. 

Dr. Scott did not, however, immediately pur-
sue an academic career. She held a job at 
International Business Machines (IBM) and 
briefly entered a graduate program for per-
sonnel managers. Scott notes that it was a 
United States Congressional internship, during 
which she had the opportunity to write speech-
es and listen to politicians talking, which had 
the greatest impact on her career. These ex-
periences, she later wrote, ‘‘made me so pain-
fully aware of my ignorance that I went back 
to school.’’ 

Following her master’s and PhD work, Scott 
held temporary teaching appointments at Hav-
erford College and the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill before joining the his-
tory department at Duke University in 1961, 
where she stayed until her retirement in 1991. 
During her tenure at Duke, Dr. Scott became 
the first female chair of Duke’s history depart-
ment. In her autobiographical essay, ‘‘A Histo-
rian’s Odyssey,’’ Scott reviewed her own jour-
nals and realized that she began to do history 
by chance. But, she added, ‘‘If I came to his-
tory by indirection, my decision to study the 
history of women was not, in retrospect, acci-
dental.’’ 

Having been inspired to study women re-
formers after working for the National League 
of Women Voters in the 1940s, Scott later 
helped found the field of U.S. women’s history. 
Her groundbreaking research—spanning ide-
ology, race, and class—and her uncharted ex-
ploration into the lives of southern women has 
established women’s history as vital to our un-
derstanding of the American South. The Anne 
Firor Scott papers, which include correspond-
ence, subject files and videos from 1963– 
2002, are held at Duke University. 

Her endowment, the Anne Firor Scott Re-
search Fund, established in 1987, continues to 
support students conducting innovative inde-
pendent research in women’s history. And the 
annual Lerner-Scott prize, an award which is 
jointly named for Dr. Scott and historian Gerda 
Lerner, is annually awarded to the writer of the 
best doctoral dissertation in U.S. women’s his-
tory. 

Dr. Scott’s accomplishments and accolades 
are many, including the authorship of ten 
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